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the politics of engagement: the case of democratic

Curriculum Thoughts in the View of Critical Pedagogy:
An Analysis and the Implications

FU Min, QIU Fang-ting
(College of Education, Northwest Normal University, Lanzhou, Gansu, 730070, PRC)

[Abstract] As the “left” theoretical thought in the American educational field, critical pedagogy has been
potentially influential in the field of education practice. It experienced three stages: “ theory of
reproduction”period, “the theory of resistance”period, multiply theory period. It emphasized the political
of education and focused on the benefits of vulnerable groups to realize the liberation of education. The
reviews of curriculum thoughts in the critical pedagogy showed five characteristics: It considered the
curriculum as a political text; Course objectives emphasized the development of students’ critical
consciousness; Social problems were considered as the center of curriculum design; Curriculum
implementation emphasized the active construction of teachers and students’ initiative construction;
Curriculum evaluation concerned the activities of social significance of curriculum. These characteristics
provided a new perspective and reference for our basic education curriculum reform.

[ Key words] critical pedagogy; thoughts of curriculum; criticism
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