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The Features and Functions of Teaching Demonstration:
Several Myths About the Practice
of Chinese Language Teaching Demonstration

SHI Yitang., LI Fuyu
(School of Education, Northwest Normal University, Lanzhou, Gansu, 730070, PRC)

[ Abstract] In our current basic education curriculum reform, teaching demonstration is a fundamental
medium and representative form of teacher training programs and teaching research activities at different
levels, and it plays a significant role in promoting teacher professional development. However, there are
some myths about the features and functions of teaching demonstration. The features which make teaching
demonstration distinctive lie in its preparation, contents, environment and outcome. The basic functions
of teaching demonstration is to diagnose and improve, to demonstrate and display. to research and
diffuse. Several myths about the practice of Chinese language teaching demonstration still exist: over-
emphasis on spectacular text exploration which goes beyond students’ cognitive levels; over-emphasis on
teachers’ teaching skills which undermines the role of students as the agent of learning; over-emphasis on
the fluency of teaching process which leads to the ignorance of the pedagogical values of students’ errors.
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