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On Sociology of Ethnic Minority Education from the

Perspective of Chinese Social Transformation

TAN Zhi-song
(Research Institute of Social Governance of Three Gorges Basin, Three Gorges University, 443002, PRC)

[ Abstract ] As a unified multinational country, China is undergoing a period of rapid social
transformation. Since the transformation of social structure lags behind that of the economic structure,
social contradictions are becoming increasingly severe and a variety of social issues are becoming not only
complicated but also comprehensive, which call for new theories and methodologies to address the
problems. Sociology of ethnic minority education studies education of ethnic minorities and social issues in
general, as well as the interrelation and interaction between the development of ethnic minority education
and social progress in general, and social progress in ethnic minority areas in particular. This academic
discipline comes into being as a response to the call of our time, and adheres to historical materialism and
practical view of Marxist philosophy. It follows the theoretical guidance of constructive formation theory
in Marxist sociology. focuses on building theories of sociology of ethnic minority education with Chinese
characteristics, and its research finding and theories serve straightly for the construction of the socialist
country with Chinese characteristics.
[Key words] social transformation; ethnic minority education; sociology of ethnic minority education
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Ethnic Miniority Education Policy in China:
Problems and Suggestions

GAO Cheng-hai, Dang Bao-bao, WAN Ming-gang
(Research Center for Education of Northwest Ethnic Minorities, Northwest Normal University.,

Lanzhou, Gansu, 730070, PRC)

[Abstract] Independence and closeness, major feature of the national education system in our country,
are not conducive to the substantive contact and communication among ethnic groups, and it tends to
strengthen the ethnic identity consciousness. Ethnicprejudice may arise as a result of the lack of contact
among different ethnic groups. Independent education system for ethnic groups also leads to the poor
quality of bilingual education, and ethnic minority studentsshow overwhelming favor of liberal arts over
science, leading to the structural imbalance between arts and science specialties. It is held in this paper
that constructinga inclusive and open education system for ethnic groups is an important way to improve
the quality of ethnic-minority education andto promote national unity.
[ Key words] national unity; education for ethnic minorities; ethnic interaction; education system
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