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Visualization Analysis of MOOC Research Hotspots and Knowledge Base in Foreign Countries
XIONG Hua-jun FENG Mei CHU Xu

(Center for Studies of Education Development of Ethnic Minorities,

Northwest Normal University, Lanzhou, Gansu, China 730070
Abstract: Taking 433 papers about MOOC from Web of Science™ core collection as research object, and makeing
visualization analysis on high-frequency keywords and references in these papers using Ucinet6, CitNetExplorer and
HistCite, the research hotspots and knowledge base of foreign MOOC were revealed. The MOOC research hotspots in
foreign countries included three categories: why needed MOOC, what was MOOC, and how to operate MOOC. There
were only 3 papers that were both high-frequency and high co-citation in the analytical 433 papers.

Key words: MOOC,; research hotspot; knowledge base; visualization analysis
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