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An Investigation on Primary and Middle School

Teachers’ Curriculum Orientation in Northwest China

WANG Juan
(College of Education, Northwest Normal University, Lanzhou, Gansu, 730070, PRC)

[ Abstract] Teachers’ curriculum orientation refers to teachers’ understanding of curriculum, including
curriculum concepts, goals of courses, subject contents, teaching methods and evaluation of curriculum.,
and etc.. Findings from the investigation show that cognitive processes and self-actualization are at the
highest level of teachers’ identification, and academic rationalism and social reconstruction are at lower
level. There are remarkable differences between teachers from middle schools in urban and teachers from
other types of schools. English teachers’ cognitive processes and self-actualization are significantly lower
than Chinese teachers’. Primary and middle school teachers’ curriculum orientation in Northwest China is
comprehensive. Primary and middle school teachers’ espoused curriculum orientation is in accordance with
the concepts of the new curriculum.
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